
 

 

19 December 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,   
 
Following the conclusion of its first full year of implementation, I am writing to the families of our students 
in Years 7 and 8, to provide an update on the Maths Pathway initiative.   
 
For the last several years, the College has been on a journey, seeking to identify and implement those 

programs and practices which will be of most benefit to students who struggle with numeracy. Despite 

student data showing a substantial increase in NAPLAN scores between Years 7 and 9, the numerical 

achievement of our students continues to be a matter of concern. Whilst a significant number of students 

achieve above benchmarks, there is evidence that the achievement of the remaining students is varied 

across a wide spectrum, indicating that specific individualisation of the teaching and learning program is 

warranted.  

The implementation of Maths Pathway, seeks to meet the individual needs of each student through 

differentiation of the numeracy program, allowing students to accelerate at their own pace, or to 

consolidate their learning in a manner that ensures all key mathematical concepts are covered. Students 

and their families report mixed responses of their experience this year. Many provide encouraging 

feedback about being able to learn at the pace which suits them, while others report frustration with the 

demands of mastery.  

The College has ensured that all teachers have been trained for the optimum delivery of Maths Pathway 
and recognises that their level of expertise and familiarity with the new methods of instruction will 
continue to develop over time. The style of instruction and interaction within the classroom is more 
demanding of the teacher than a traditional mathematical classroom, as is the level of student monitoring 
and data collection.  
 
Our Mathematics teachers continue to engage in discussions internally and externally with other schools, 
as they seek to refine their practice and enhance the success of students. The College’s Leadership Team is 
continually monitoring the overall progress of the initiative and the incoming Principal, Mr Michael 
Williams, has indicated his support going forward.  
 
To further enhance communication and understanding of this important and significant initiative, the 
College will offer additional meetings in 2020 for parents/guardians to meet with our Mathematics 
teachers. These meetings will also provide families with an opportunity to raise any matters of concern and 
provide feedback.  
 
The details of these meetings will be made available early in the New Year.  
 
Regards,  
 

 
Principal  


