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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Objective 

 

The objective of the Literacy Plan is twofold:  

 

a) Provide a clear, accurate and explicit road map to promoting literacy within Nagle Catholic College 

b) Create a dynamic and flexible document which can be easily updated to reflect the changes in school 

policy and guidelines and advances in literacy practices in the classroom in the future. 

 

Background 

 

A number of whole school literacy initiatives and strategies have taken place over the past few years and have 

included 

 

 Dictionaries in classrooms 

 Rotary Four Way Public Speaking competition for Year 10 – 11 students 

 Return of the annual College Arts magazine Wavelength 

 Reintroduction of Debating within the College 

 Participation in The Literature Centre’s Writers’ Workshops 

 Promotion of annual Readathon for Year 7 and 8 students 

 Active and visible participation in Literacy Week bridged with Book Week 

 

Literacy Vision 2014 

 

The vision for literacy for the next three years will encompass the following areas: 

 

 Adopt a whole school approach to literacy which educates teachers to promote literacy within the 

school 

 Promote multi-literacy skills of staff and students to accommodate the growing use of technological 

resources 

 Acknowledge the vital role libraries have in fostering literacy by encouraging the use of conventional 

and technological resources held by the school library 

 Ensure staff teach and promote good research skills and questioning techniques within all subject areas 

 

Definition 

 

Literacy is the ability to read, interpret and apply information to shape our understanding and views of the world. 

 

Stakeholders 

 

The following individuals and organisations have been identified as key stakeholders to promote and implement 

the literacy plan: 

 

 2014 Literacy Committee Members:  Robyn Gummery, Howard Jennings, Sheila McCrae, Paula Van 

Bladel, Zac Cope, Ilse Middleton, Ben Ebsary, Tim Balfe, Kathy McCagh, Ann Boyle. 

 Nagle Catholic College Representatives – Principal, Information Technology Department, Special 

Learning Needs Department, English Department, Library, Media Officer. 

 Professional organisations – Catholic Education Office. 

 Community bodies – Geraldton Rotary Club, City of Greater Geraldton Public Library, Guardian 

Newspaper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

Nagle Catholic College Literacy Plan 2014 
 

School Literacy Programs 

 

The following list outlines the 2014 programs and initiatives that will be used to promote literacy learning at 

Nagle Catholic College. 

 

 Big Sky Writers Festival 

 Book Week 

 Debating 

 Dorothea MacKellar Poetry Awards 

 Make your own Story Book Competition 

 NAPLAN testing 

 National Literacy and Numeracy Week 

 Randolph Stow Awards 

 Rotary Four Way Speaking Contest 

 Soap Box Minute 

 Spelling Bee Competition 

 Talented Writers’ Program 

 Tim Winton Award for Young Writers 

 Various competitions as details become available 

 Visiting Author 

 Visiting speakers as they become available 

 Write-A-Book-In-A-Day 

 Write 4 Fun Poetry and Short Story Competition 

 Writer in Residence 
 

 
 
 
 

LITERACY EVENT/ 
STRATEGY 

INFORMATION LITERACY LEARNING 

Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Awards 
 
http://www.dorothea.com.au/ 
 

Oldest and largest poetry 
competition for Australian 
students. 

Students from all years have 
the opportunity to write 
creatively and appreciate the 
value and beauty of Australian 
poetry. 
 

Randolph Stow Young Writers 
Awards 
 
http://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/2011/
rsywa/ 
 

Creative writing competition 
for Midwest primary and 
secondary school students. 

Students submit creative 
short stories and poetry.  
Students acknowledge the 
literary importance of 
Randolph Stow’s work. 

Write 4 Fun Poetry and Short Story 
Competition 
 
http://www.write4fun.net/ 
 
 
 
 

Online creative writing 
competition for Australian, 
New Zealand and American 
students. 

Students from all years have 
the opportunity to write and 
compete against entrants 
from other countries in poetry 
and short story categories. 
 
Students can read and review 
entries on the website. 

http://www.dorothea.com.au/
http://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/2011/rsywa/
http://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/2011/rsywa/
http://www.write4fun.net/
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National Numeracy and Literacy 
Week 
 
http://www.literacyandnumeracy.
gov.au/ 
 

Australian government 
initiative to highlight the 
importance of effective 
literacy and numeracy skills 

Students and teachers 
celebrate the value of literacy 
and participate in various 
literary events in a week-long 
event. 
 

Read for Australia 
 
http://www.literacyandnumeracy.
gov.au/national-celebration-
literacy/read-australia 
 

Students in schools across the 
country are invited to 
participate in a mass read of 
the book selected for Read for 
Australia. 

Students have the 
opportunity to share with 
their teachers and other 
students the joy and fun of 
reading for pleasure. 

Library and Information Week 
 
http://alia.org.au/promo/banner/li
brary-and-information-week-2013 
 

Promotion of library 
information, resources, 
facilities and events. 

Students recognise the 
traditional and technological 
resources and facilities 
provided by libraries. 

Fremantle Children’s Literature 
Centre 
 
http://www.thelitcentre.org.au/ 
 

Regional Youth Literature 
Program 

Gifted students attend local 
writing workshops conducted 
by reputable writers. 

Big Sky Writers Festival 
 
http://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/2013/
big-sky-readers-writers-festival-
2013/ 
 

City of Geraldton-Greenough 
initiative which promotes 
discussion of social, political 
and cultural issues facing 
society. 

Students listen and 
participate in forums and 
workshops on political and 
social issues in the local 
community. 

Visiting Author Programme 
 
 

Notable author to discuss the 
pleasure and merits of reading. 

Students meet writers and 
discuss the importance of 
reading for pleasure as well as 
topics such as the process of 
being published. 
 

Writer in Residence 
 
 

Notable author to explore 
writing techniques with Year 7 
students. 

Students take a master class 
with notable author to 
improve writing skills. 
 

Rotary Four Way Public Speaking 
Competition 
 
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutU
s/Pages/ridefault.aspx 
 

Rotary sponsored public 
speaking competition that 
must comply with the four way 
principles. 

Upper school students have 
the opportunity to write and 
perform a persuasive speech. 

NAPLAN Testing 
 
http://www.naplan.edu.au/ 
 

Federal government testing of 
reading, writing, language and 
numeracy conventions. 

Teachers, students and 
parents can monitor and 
assess the level of literacy of 
Year 7 and 9 students. 
 

Wavelength Magazine School annual which features 
the writings of Nagle students. 

Student committee from all 
year groups assist with the 

http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/
http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/
http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/national-celebration-literacy/read-australia
http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/national-celebration-literacy/read-australia
http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/national-celebration-literacy/read-australia
http://alia.org.au/promo/banner/library-and-information-week-2013
http://alia.org.au/promo/banner/library-and-information-week-2013
http://www.thelitcentre.org.au/
http://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/2013/big-sky-readers-writers-festival-2013/
http://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/2013/big-sky-readers-writers-festival-2013/
http://library.cgg.wa.gov.au/2013/big-sky-readers-writers-festival-2013/
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.naplan.edu.au/
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coordinating of this annual 
publication. 
 

Write-A-Book-In-A-Day 
Competition 
 
http://kspf.iinet.net.au/bookinada
y/ 
 

Katherine Susannah Prichard 
Writers Centre and Princess 
Margaret Hospital Foundation 
fundraising initiative in which 
students write, bound and 
publish a book within a 12 hour 
period. 
 

Students have the 
opportunity to participate in 
the entire process of 
publishing a work. 

Debating 
 

Annual Year 12 versus staff 
debate. Other year group 
debates as arranged with 
teaching staff. 

To ensure that the art of 
debating becomes part of the 
culture of Nagle. 

West Australian Young Writers’ 
Contest 
 
http://nie.thewest.com.au/contest
s/young-writers 
 
 

Students submit poetry or 
prose on a topic of their choice. 

Students have the 
opportunity to write and 
submit creative stories. 

 
 
 
 

http://kspf.iinet.net.au/bookinaday/
http://kspf.iinet.net.au/bookinaday/
http://nie.thewest.com.au/contests/young-writers
http://nie.thewest.com.au/contests/young-writers

